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S.ymb.olically, the color white denotes clarity, distinctness,
rationality, that which is self-evident. The prophet, refem'nfg- to
the power of jes?wvah and God’s forgiveness, speaks of white
as synonymous with purity: ‘‘Though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be whi;e as snow; though they be red as crimson,
they shall bf:come like fleece™ (Isa. 1:18).2 In modern Hebrew,
the expression hadevorim melubanim (lit., the subject is white)
means_“the subject is crystal clear.” In Talmudic usage, the
Aramaic for *‘white” is havar or mehuvar, which means ‘‘is

clear’ or ‘it is proven,”’?!

In the verse in Deuteronomy 22:17, referring to charges
directed against a bride, the text says: ““And they shall spread
out the sheet before the elders of the town.” Rashi explains:
““This is a figurative expression. [It means that] they must make
the matter *as white as a sheet’ [mehavrin hadevarim kesim-'
lah].”” This is achieved by both parties bringing wilnesses to
clarify the facts of the case (Ket. 46a).22 White, therefore,’
connotes clarity and certitude of judgment. !

Tekhelet, in contrast, is the ‘‘likeness of the seas and the
heavens,”s and focuses, our thoughts on the. grand mysteries of
buman experience which elude our precise undesstanding..The
seas and heavens are boundless and beyond human.teach. . They
EnCOmpass the abstract and the transcendent, ultimate values
and ends, man’s metaphysical quest and his efforts to rise above
the self-evident and the temporal. It is this area which remains
a perennial enigma, resisting rationalization and quantification.
It is the realm of philosophy and religion which postulates
truisms even as the great mystery persists and precise decipher-
ment proves elusive. While the color white bespeaks the clearly
perceptible, tekhelet refers to a rcalm which is only vaguely

grasped. )
In the Scientific Realm

All aspects of man’'s experience partake of biue and white. In
the scientific inquiry, the physical sciences, i.e., phy;imcg, chem-
istry, biology, etc., lend themselves to mathematical precision:
the universe is not erratic or capricious. Qur ability to land men
on the moon at a predetermined spot suggests a universe attuned
to man’s intellect. It is when the focus of inquiry changes to
man’s psyche and abstract veritics that inexactitude and uncer-
tainty intrude. Here one must labor with intuitive perceptions
and be content with imprecise symbolic formulations. The so-
cial sciences, i.e., psychology, sociology, etc., therefore, are
hampered by the indistinctness of their subject matter.
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